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ene! pevage SUPPLEMENT 


1. Prince Petsareth, Prince Souvana Phoume and 4. Deridan {French Charge 
@tAffaims in Bangxok) met for over an hour on 10 February. Petsarath 
was very firm and there was no doubt of his intentions - which are 
completely nationalistic. He camnot be bought; he wants the complete 
independance of Iaos which he is completely cepnble of governing. 
It was the Cirst tine that a French official mat with and pagans 
people with whom he can deal and whe ave well fitted to mma 
affairs of their country. 
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2. The Princes were a little disappointed because although Daridan was 
personally sympathetic, hs was unable to negotiate iamediately and 
had to send wore to Saigon. The meting was definitely constructive, 
but the Princes aro impatient. 


3. It is important for Tao Qon (leader of the Peoples’? Party of Laos) : 
and the Princes to get along and work together, eevine 
a 


L. As far as the Vietum situation ia cncermed, it ie possible that 
the French want to restore the former Baperor of Annam, Sac Dai, 
and unify Annem under his rule, leaving the rest of tha north to 
the "Comamist-Victs*, The French will concentrate their efforts 
oh Cochin China and Cambodia with a Cochin Chinese "Republic and 
an "Indenendent® Canhodia in the present sense, with some possible 
nodifications,. They will pmbably grant independence to Laos which 
has no economic, strategic cr even cul tural value.to then. 


5. The French need a good swighbor for their Cochin Chinese and Cambodian 
interests. They have to give back part of the provinces to Siam, but 
they want to keep Rattambeng because it is the “rice granary” of 
Cambodia. Sines they have no interest in Laos, they will say to Siam; 
"Ne want to keep the Cambodis part, bat wetil let you have a free 
hand with Baos." The French know that Siam's interests ars tied up 
with those of Laos, 
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